
 

By reducing the speed of surface water run-off, water has more time to infiltrate – this increases the 

amount of water stored in the ground. Run-off rates may be slowed by disrupting the flow of water with 

plants and trees or creating pools to hold water. Infiltration can also improve water quality as pollutants 

are absorbed by soils and plants as water passes through them. NFM schemes are designed to 

complement the wider catchment, working with the 

existing landscape. NFM schemes can be targeted 

to slow down one tributary relative to another which 

can reduce or delay maximum flood peaks 

downstream. 

Why do we need NFM? 
Flooding is a natural process but continuing climate change will increase extremely wet and extremely dry 

periods. Traditional flood schemes are unlikely to be sufficient in the future as they provide limited 

improvements to flood risk. We need to consider alternative ways to minimise flooding and the impact it 

has on our land, homes, communities and infrastructure. Natural Flood Management (NFM) offers a way 

to increase our resilience for the future by tackling the root causes of flooding and providing wider benefits 

to our environment. 
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How does NFM work? 
NFM addresses flood risk at 3 key stages. 

Increase water stored 

in the ground 
Slow the flow of water 

Increase temporary storage 

(fill up when it rains and empty slowly) 

We have funding to deliver NFM schemes in 

the Upper Ouse area shown on the map in 

2020-2022. 

Please contact us to find out what 

we could do for you. 

What is NFM? 
Natural Flood Management uses natural processes to reduce flood risk by altering or restoring landscape 

features. Schemes can also provide many other benefits to local areas. Slowing water and increasing 

infiltration and deposition help to filter pollutants and increase water quality. Meanwhile, NFM schemes 

can create new habitats which support greater biodiversity. 
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Hedgerows Trees Leaky Dams 

Restore Meanders Buffer Strips Offline Ponds 

Floodplain Reconnection Sediment Traps/ Ponds Bunds and Retention Area 
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What can NFM look like? 
NFM comes in many different forms as shown below. Depending on the land and its location within the catchment, 

an NFM scheme may combine several of the following measures. NFM is integrated into environmental stewardship 

grants e.g. Natural England Countryside Stewardship and Forestry Commission English Woodland Grant Scheme. 

We have funding available for the design and delivery of NFM schemes. Contact us for more information. 
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